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If You Don’t Love Theology, You Don’t Love God 
 

 

Jesus Commanded 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind.”  1

Study Scripture 
In order to love the Lord your God with all your mind, you need to seek to know him 

better.  In order to know God better, you need to seek to understand how he has worked, and 2

what he has said. God left us a message. God directly inspired and affirmed his holy Scripture 
through his prophets of Israel who pointed toward Jesus, and Jesus in turn established the 
christian church with his apostles. God’s holy word and truth is preserved for us to study, share, 
and look back at so that we have a common reference point. 

Refine Your Theology 
If you proclaim Jesus as Lord, you are practicing Theology. If you don’t take care to 

examine and develop your theology, you are susceptible to bad doctrine, poor slogans, bad 
teaching, and heresy. The new testament again and again talks about the danger of distorted 
doctrine, false teachers, false prophets, and not only that we might encounter these things, but 
that they will be common. The old testament gives examples of the damage some of these 
dangers cause. In order to guard against these dangers we need to study scripture, and are 
called to grow in knowledge as we walk the christian life. 

Put Your Theology into Practice 
Read carefully how Jesus talks about the law, the importance of knowing what he has 

said, and acting on it: 
 

Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,                 
and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And               
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice                
lawlessness.’ “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them,             
may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and                   

1 Matthew 22:37-40; Mark 12:30-31; Luke 10:27 
2 Amos 5:4-7 
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the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not                 
fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of Mine and                 
does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain                    
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it                
fell—and great was its fall.”  3

Grow Your Understanding in Order to Love God 
In Jesus’s sermon on the mount, he tells us he has come to fulfill the law, but Jesus also 

teachers that we have an even deeper calling than to live in the law; to live with love for God, 
and love for our neighbour. Infact, we are to actively love God, and to actively love our 
neighbour. Jesus goes into detail and shows us what living in love looks like...it looks like living 
in the law with not only our actions, but also with our intentions. We need to shape our mind by 
studying God’s word. 

 
If we are called to evangelism, how can we evangelize if we don’t know about God? If 

we are called to live righteous lives, how can we live righteously if we don’t know the law? If you 
haven’t grown in your theology, then you can’t have a robust understanding of why you believe 
what you believe; in fact, you cannot even know what you believe. 

Share Your Theology 
Without theology tying all the bits together, the scriptures are just a collection of nice 

verses. Theology is God centered philosophy, and philosophy is simply the systematic study 
and understanding of knowledge. As a basic tenant of protestantism, our highest authority is 
scripture alone; sola scriptura, and therefore, as christians, theology is our understanding of the 
Bible.  

 
Finally, as iron sharpens iron,  we should hone each other’s understanding of Christ 4

centered theology. 

Verses for Reflection 
Here is a selection of verses that reinforce the importance of teaching and studying both 

the scripture and theology: 
 
And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay 

attention to it  5

 

3 Matthew 7:22-27 
4 Proverbs 27:17 
5 2 Peter 1:19 
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Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they 
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if 
what Paul said was true.  6

 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom  7

 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not 

need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.  8

 
The holy Scriptures which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  9

 
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart.  10

 
[The law] is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn 

to revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees.  11

 
Jesus answered, “It is written: “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word 

from the mouth of God.””  12

 
It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to 

have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them.
 13

 
I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command 

given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  14

 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 

glory both now and forever! Amen.  15

 

6 Acts 17:11 
7 Colossians 3:16 
8 2 Timothy 2:15 
9 2 Timothy 3:15-17 
10 Hebrews 4:12 
11 Deuteronomy 17:19 
12 Matthew 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3 
13 2 Peter 2:21 
14 2 Peter 3:2 
15 2 Peter 3:18 
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Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.  16

 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the 

things which are written in it; for the time is near.  17

 

16 2 Timothy 4:2 
17 Revelation 1:3 
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