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Is Bethel Teaching Bad Theology, and Does it 
Matter? 

 
 

Bethel church in Redding California has gained significant influence in today’s world. Is 
Bethel teaching the gospel of the New Testament? Are they teaching bad theology, and does it 
matter? Are people correctly identifying the Holy Spirit at Bethel? If they aren’t, is that 
important? 

Where to Find Authority 
God is the authority of the universe, and fortunately for us, he has revealed his truth to 

us through Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and through his word - the Bible. Every mainstream 
denomination believes in the authority of the Bible, and even Bethel officially states “The Bible is 
the inspired and only infallible and authoritative Word of God.”  1

What is the Gospel? 
The gospel is the good news.  “The gospel is the message about the life and sacrificial 2

death of Jesus Christ that brings salvation to all who believe.”  The good news is that God 3

reigns as king. Jesus came to earth to teach and proclaim God's kingdom. A scan of the words 
Jesus said in Matthew at the Sermon on the Mount will tell you: 

● Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who are 
persecuted,  4

● Practice and teach the moral law of the old testament,  5

● Keep your mind pure, and don’t even think thoughts thoughts that could lead you to 
break the moral law of the old testament. Love your neighbour and even your enemy,  6

● Store up righteousness over wealth,  7

● Take care of your own iniquities before judging others,  8

1 https://www.bethel.com/about/ 
2 Mark 1:4 
3 Karen Dockrey, Johnnie Godwin, Phyllis Godwin, The Student Bible Dictionary (Barbour, 2000), 104 
4 Matthew 5:3-10 
5 Matthew 5:17-20 
6 Matthew 5:17-48 
7 Matthew 6:19-34 
8 Matthew 7:1-6 
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● Pursue God,  9

● Watch out for false prophets; even those who prophesy, drive out demons, and perform 
miracles in the name of Jesus,  10

Jesus’ actions after this sermon include miracles, healings, and casting out demons, but also 
many more parables and teachings. Finally, Jesus dies, then ascends to heaven as he 
predicted, and we are left to unpack and share the message of his life, and the sacrifice of his 
death with the holy presence of God, the Spirit of truth, to accompany us.  The gospel convicts 11

of us our sins and our natural response is to praise Jesus and worship God. 

Bethel’s Teaching 
Bethel’s core values  as stated on their website seem appropriate, and are in fact 12

inspiring. However, here are a few themes I came across as I quickly scrolled through Bethel’s 
website, Youtube channel, and Facebook page: 

● Don’t [think about, so as to] question the revelations god gives you which are additions 
to the pillars of truth in the gospel.  13

● The good news is that nothing is impossible, and you will receive based on what you 
give.  14

● If you believe god enables you to get wealth, or get anointing, you will get it. You will 
receive what you think you are worth.  15

● We can solve the world’s problems (discipline in schools, the economy, conflicts in the 
middle east, global warming) because we have God’s wisdom and answers to every 
problem. The earth isn’t locked in a destructive pattern towards doomsday, because 
christians will solve these problems.  16

● The full gospel as preached by you to others must include mighty signs and wonders.  17

Your Conviction 
If you have been exposed to Bethel, you will likely have a position on whether or not 

what is happening at Bethel is a true manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Now, this is not something 
to take lightly. Here is a handy chart: 
 

9 Matthew 7:7-8 
10 Matthew 7:15-27 
11 John 14:15-21 
12 https://www.bethel.com/core-values/ 
13 http://bjm.org/recognizing-revelation/ 
14https://www.facebook.com/bethel.church.redding/posts/there-is-a-big-difference-between-preaching-the-
gospel-to-the-poor-and-preaching/10151591488256824/ 
15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECoCyzmKjlc 
16 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XR-8i-yBugI 
17 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HrRkH9MKJY 
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 You believe what is 
happening at Bethel is a 
true manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit 

You do not believe what is 
happening at Bethel is a 
true manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit 

You are correct Hallaluela! Embrace the 
revival! 

We are warned again and 
again of the danger of 
leaders who teach false 
doctrine through out the bible, 
both in the Old Testament, 
and in the New Testament. 
Given the number of biblical 
references, this is clearly an 
important issue.  In the Old 18

Testament this leads to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, in 
the New Testament we are 
warned repeatedly. When the 
holiness of God is not treated 
appropriately, people die.  19

You are wrong You are dancing around the unforgivable sin. Jesus said: 
“Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be 
forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.”  20

Table 1: The consequences of engaging with Bethel 

   

18 1 Timothy 6:3-5; Lamentations 2:14; 1 John 2:24; Mark 13:22; 1 Timothy 1:3; 2 Peter 2:1-3 
19 Leviticus 10:2 
20 Mark 3:29 
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A Call to Personal Study 
At the very least, engaging with Bethel’s ministries should be done with careful reflection, 

and personal study of the word of god. Bethel’s influence is considerable throughout the Cristian 
world, and I think we should all take the time to refresh our knowledge on the gospel of the New 
Testament. Peter said “I think it is right to refresh your memory”  and ”...make every effort to 21

add to your faith goodness; and to goodness knowledge...”  22

21 2 Peter 1:13 
22 2 Peter 1:6 
 

 2019-06-22   

JCK 


